THE RESFOLSIBILITY OF TEE OFEN DOCR TO ME

"For & door that ofers wide snd effetive serviece stends open before me.”
: 1 Cor. 1639 Fﬁayj e

This topie literally means "the respomibility of the opportunity”. Reap=

onsibility denotes accountasbility asnd 1iability for s sacred trust,

The moment I opened my heert's door to Jesus Christ (Rev. 3:20) I had a
new responsibility to God to whom I now felt morally accountasble; to .
Jesus Christ for He redeemed me with His precious blood; to the Holy Spirit
who convicted add regenerasted me; end to my fellow men everywhere for Christ

had said ™Ye are my witnesses, Gp ye".

My sense of responsibility did not all come when He saved me at 5 years,
nor st 15 when He called me 7o preach, but it has steadily grown vear after
year. However, after having the glorious privilege of v&siti?g end preaching
Christ in Aleska the last three Summers, Jepan snd Korea the last two Palls,
end &ll ‘our mission stations in the Fhilippines, Inda end Ethiopis, my own
sense of responsibilitr to #ll the above has tremendously increased. God has
truly given me a world vision. How I praise Him for it.

f
Before looking thru the open door of a new century, it might be wall %o
look back a moment 4o the last ecentury, yea, many centuries, and see whab

my Breat debt is.

First, I am endebted to the JEWS whﬁ gave me 1,) the oracles of God, the
'thy Seriptures, 2.) the concept of the true end living God in = world of
idolstry, 3.) the Messiah, our blessed Lord Jesus Christ, and 4.) the

first Bhristians including the Apostle Paul, who went to the Gentiles, of
whom I am one,

Second, I am endebted to the MARTYRS thru the ages who laid down their lives

glorioukly for the faith once delivered”. I grew ur believing that the early
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church and the dark snges only produced mertyrs, but my friends, do you
realize thet more people h-ve died for their faith in Jesus Christ in the
last 25 years than any other period in history? Having been in Forea where

I talked with the survivors of martired churen~s, I reslize much more my debt
to these heroic men and women, In taepu thers is s home with 70 widows of
martyred pastors! A Horth Korean pastor pleadad with me to Ealp him care

for 120 children of Pastors snd their jeves, all of whom had been martyred!}
In one village 600 old men, women pnd childrer, members of the local Chrig-
tian chureh, wers called together by the Communists snd mowed down with

machine punsll}

Third, I em endsbted to cur early PIONEERS for their faithful lebors and
the good foundation laid., To Dr. O.L. Swanzon, ‘the Billy Sunday of Assam,
whose first convert was mg.mntsrnal grandfather, which resulted in my

Mother's conversion shd mina,.

But "forgetting those thinrs which are Behind, and resching “orth unto those
things which ars before", the new century spesks 4o me of onportunity, Yet

none of us will have = century, We cennot plan on that basiefor 1, ) we will =
not live that long, 2.) Christ may come eny day, and 3.) the door may be closed,

%ie should plan carefully and wisely, but not presume on unlimited tima, |

We think of the open door to the Conference, vet the @onference as such will
not do the work, but the local churches, And in the local churéhes the inde
ividuals must do the work. The responsibility then of the open door falls

upon you :nd ma,

This open door is the cne Jesus opened when He rolled hsek the stone from
the tomb and ceme forth to life. This made it possible for ever: grave to
be opened, every coffin lid to be raisedand every tomb to give up its dead,

It 1s the door He opensd when He said to His désciples "all power is given

unto me in heaven and earth. Go ye therefore--",
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The respensibility of the open door to me begins ab “Jérusalem* (Acks 118),
the local church and community, The moment some people step thru the open
door of selwation, they pick up a telessope to look across the ocenn. Then
they sii down in & rocking chair end sing "to the regions beyond I must fo™.

But we need to see the needs sll about us, snd DO something sbout them.

L

Master Sgt, Elmer Rund whom I had the jn-r of leading to Chrict in Korea, had
been e drunkerd for ten yesrss Ee believes God has cnlled him to be a mission-
ary, but in the mean time while in the Air Porce, in b months time, .he has
led over 200 others to Christl At the snamo time he has given over $3000

to get oubt. the gospel at home and abroad,.

A returned missionary's wife with 6 children is consistently canvessing
one block after smother gnd conducting Bible olasses in the homes in h=r

community in Chicanpgo,.

OQur respondibility extends to "Judea", the State or Distriet Caﬁfarsnna.

From sarly Hew Testement times the lreal churches found it to their advenw

tage to join in fsllmrs'eip.with others to r#ech tht unsaved in neglected and
needy towns, cities snd communities. We have heord Brothér Arthur Christiansen's
megsagae of such opportunities and responsibilities in California. The same

is true in our other aresnss

Reaching oubt farther, our responsibility resches "$mmia", which I think

of as pur Genaral Conference Home Missions, Thru the aid to Ehurchas,
district workers, cpportunity band, revolving fund, God's Invasion Army,

and evangslists, the gloriocus story of redempbion reaches not only Americsns
inoluding the new Indian worlk, but Génadu, Alasks and Mexice. Only as we
mnge&.iza and strengthen our work at home, both spiritually snd numerically,.

wAll we ba abls to ‘reaoh out to the ‘lands beyond the seas,

Our responaibility does not end at the horders of our continert, Jesus said



"anto the uttermost part of the earth", Here is the zrest open door of our

foreign mission edvance, The opportunity is steggering, We must do morel

We are responsible Ho enter these open doors becrnuse, First, Jesus ssid "GO".
Yhen my fether told me %o go snd do something ms a boy, I felt rasponeible
to do it. If I did not, he had a wey of meking me "feel™ responsible. Jesus

gaid "If you loveme, keep my commandments"s

Second, we are responsible bece se of the great NEED, Nesrly 2 billion
pécple are lost in sin. 150,000 will draw their last braath today, 52 eweery
gecond, and mozt of them die without even once hearing that Christ was

born and died for their sins.

While attending the Second World Buddhist Congress im Tokyo, I hesrd over
and over thet the only bope of the wokld waes in "Lord Buddha". But we know

only a livig Christ 1s the sngwer,

Third, we are r-sponsible becsuse we are RICH. Materially, Amsricen is an
- Island Paradise in the midst of a world of want. Spiritually, we have a
tremendous heritage. I brought HngDG gospels exd many more booklets

to Kores, bui because I had to rution*ﬁhgn out, meny times T saw men fight

for s pape of God's Vordl

xFingllf, we are raesponsible to enter these doors of opportunity becnuse they
are OFN pnd nay Be CLBSED. Commurism, Catholicism end Tttatialiém a~e doing
ell in their power with Satanic zeal, to close the‘dOﬂrs. "hen I left Korea
a missionary seid "now for the second $esr you: heve seen the tremendous

needs snd unprecidented opportunities., VHAT DO YOU INTERD TO DO ABOUT ITT"

My responsibility is great. So is yourse They sey "opportunity lmoecks only
onoe in & life time"; bub I sey "opportunity knocks only one ldfe time".
"Only one life, twill scon be past, Only what®s done for Christ will last".
Y111 you socept your responsibility to resch s lost end dying world?
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