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To Help Needy Children

Compassion Korea Office
Pursues Famz l Y, Pro; ects

By Hong Son-ki

The visiting representative
of a VU.S.-based child care
agency has suggested spiritual
support be more stressed than

material help for needy chil-
dren.

Wnl]a:e H. Erickson, presi-
dent of Compassion in Chica-
go, I, also sald that =the
best thing for chlldren was to
be kept “within family units
with love and ecare.'

With this belief, Compassion

Korea Office has newly started
a program called family pro-
ject, helplng needy children
within family units,

About 5000 children in
2,500 families are being helped
by compassion along with
6,427 children in 96 children's
homes, baby homes, widows'
homes, blind persens' homes,
deaf-mute homes,  aodoleper

ent.

In the past years when
there were so many orphaned
and abandoned children after
the Korean War, the office
worked for the children ac-
comodated in soclal welfare
establishments,

“Visiting Korea in 1952 du-
ring the Korean War, Rev.
Everett Swanzon was deeply
moved by thousands of orphan-
ed children who were left on
the streets struggling to sur-
vive.

“Heturning fo the States,
Rev. Swanson initiated Com-
passion, a program to bring
support and Christian love to
these suffering little ones”
Erickson explained the start
of the Compassion Jjust a
quarter century ago.

. Compassion's world-
wide ministry reaches over
32,000 sponsored children in
24 countries, inelud! chil-
dren who have families. as
well as those who are abin-
doned and

More than

Britaln, and Australia give $15

=

Wallaee H. Erickson
each a month to help provide

these 32,000 children with
supplementary food, clothing,
sch uu.:ul. fees, and medical r:are.
and “moreover hope and love,”
according to Erickson,

The Compassion president
remarked that a child and his
or her sponsor develope their
own special, one-to-one rela-
tionship through exchanging
letters, photos, and prayers.

Some helpers sponsor Seve-
ral children pt the same time,
or continue assisting the same
children for more than 20
years according to Erickson,
who served as field director
of the Korea office during
1968-72,

He said, “There are people
who try to adopt the children
they sponsor. But, we tell
them the best way for. the
children i to live as Horeans
in Korean soclety.”

Asked jf “there vas a pos-
gibility of reducing operations
in Xorea with its growin
economy, Erickson disclos
that the Compassion Korea
Office would maintzin @ the
same Jevel of operation as
previous activies but place
emphasiz on family help pro-
grams.

He said that the indjvidual
offices in 24 countries were

mogtly managed by local staffs
headed by local deputy direet-
ors nowadays. Across the
world, there are three West-
ern field directors in eharg
of regional management, &
patched from the headguarter
in- Chicago.

“But we don't have a lot
of flexibility in our programs
because we must work in the
interests of the donors and the
intrests of the receiving cu'l!s."
Erickson revealed.

The Compas=zion Korea Gﬂ-
ce's present record shows that
it has brought in more than
$£25 million in cash to help
needy children since 1952,

The office has promoted
health  conditions of children
in welfare establishments and
in needy families willh régular
health checks, vitamin supply,
skin disease treatment, and
vermicide _upply.

It also works to help chil-
dren with higher education
through middle and high
schools, and colleges. Present.
ly, secondary-school students
benefiting by this program
number about 250, and ecolle-
Eians 15,

To join in the celebration of
the Korea office's silver jubi-
lee, Gustavy A. Hemwall, board
chairman, and Mrs. Miriam
Swanson, deputy chairman
came here last Sunday with
61 Compassion sponsors from
the United States and Ca-
nada.

They were visiting orphang-
e5 in Taegu, Chungmu, KEwang-
ju, and Pusan to meet the
children whom they have
sponsored during their eight-
day visit.
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2,500 families are belng helped
by compassion @ with
6,427 children in 98 children's
homes, baby homes, widows®
homes, blind persons’ homes,
deaf-mute homes, and leper
homes at present.
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nada.

They were visiting or
e5 in Taegu, Chungmu, Kwang-
Ju, and Pusan to meest the
children  whom  they Hive
sponsored during thelr eight-
day visit.



	1977.0929. THE KOREA TIMES
	1977.0929-1. THE KOREA TIMES

