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A victory
team In

Burma

by Ed Kimball, former Field
Director of South Asia

“What shall we then say to these
things? If God be for us, who can
be against us.” (Romans 8:37)

Missing — two
bamboo walls

WHEN Samson's FATHER died the
only thing he left to his young son,
two daughters, and his widow was
a one-room bamboo and thatched
house stilted on squatters land in
Rangoon, Burma. Taking advantage
of the situation the widow's brother-
in-law, having lost his job and home,
movee his F.'II'I:Ii.I‘.n-' into the .'I]I'l'.'l{]‘.l.'
crowded hut of the widow.

Four years later, in January of
1975, the brother-inlaw and his
family still shared the widow's
home, Deciding that the house right-
fully belonged to him, that he should

have inherited his brother’s house,
he tried to force the widow and her
three Compassion-sponsored chil-
dren out of their “grass shack.”

The issue was taken to the head-
man of the village. After several
weeks of debate, the village elders
decided in favor of the widow and
demanded that the trouble-maker
leave the village.

Angered by the decision of the
village counsel, the brother-in-law
began dismantling the home, taking
the two fluorescent bulbs and wiring
from the house. He then proceeded
to take down the bamboo walls. Be-
fore neighbors could be rallied to
stop him he carried off two of the
four walls.

Fire, wind, and
nothingness

THE FIRE STARTED in a
neighbor’s hut, Because of a
strong wind the flames leaped
from one grass roof to an-
other, encircling each bam-
boo and thatched hut on
stilts,

As the fire neared Ma Shwe
Mi's home, the young girl,
along with her brothers, sis-
ters and widowed mother,
frantically carried all their
belongings from the house to
a safe place out of the path
of the wind and flames.

As they stood watching
their little home burn to the
ground, the wind suddenly
shifted; the fire jumped the
road, For the second time that
day the family stood help-
lesslv by and watched their

With the rainy season only a few
weeks off, the widow became gravely
concerned about her plight. She
talked to the Lord about it in her
“guiet time,”

Several davs later when John Thet-
gvi (Compassion’s Burma represen-
tative) and I (Ed Kimball) arrived
in the area to visit the family, we
were quite surprised to see the ter-
rible condition of the widow's home,

With money from an emergency
fund provided by Compassion do-
Nnors. we were i_Ill'J]l_'. HL'I‘ j.li\'l‘ ihl' W i.[l.[r'l'r'
550 to rebuild the two walls before
the rainy season set in.

When we offered to help, the
widow burst out crying and said,
“What a wonderful Lord we have.”
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Ma Shwe Mi, with her mother, stands
where their house once stood

Twenty-one homes and shops
burned to the ground before villag-
ers were able to put out the fire.
Kind neighbors opened their homes
to the fire victims who had saved
nothing but the clothing on their
backs.

Meanwhile, Rev. John Thetgyi and
I were on our way to visit our Family
Helper Project in Toungoo. As we
approached the burned-out section
of the village we found Ma Shwe Mi
and her mother looking through the
ashes for valuables, but they found
nothing.

The pastor of the local Baptist
church had gathered some clothing
for the fatherless family, Members
of the church were alreadvy taking
donations for building materials and
making plans to build a small house
for the widow and her children.

Compassion’s donation included
two chicken lunches which we
hadn’t found time to eat: enough
money to provide food for our Com-
passion family for two weeks: and a
contribution to the building fund
that would enable the men of the
church to begin building immedi-
ately.

We had a wonderful time of
prayer at the site and praised Cod
for his mercy and providential care,
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TEAR Fund
and
Compassion
join hands

TEAR Fund, a Christian relicf
agency in Great Britain, recently
became affiliated with Compassion,
Inc. Compassion was seeking ad-
ministrators to handle our office in
Great Britain: TEAR Fund was in-
terested in a program which cared
lor neglected and destitute children
through a sponsorship prozram,
G:od brought us together in a won-
derful and marvelous way.

TEAR Fund (The Evangelical Al-
liance Relief Fund) came into exist-
ence in May, 1968, This relicef
agency channels its resources to
projects in 40 countries, through
Christian doctors, nurses, agricul-
turalists and others who are working
to meet the needs of suffering hu-
manity in the name of Jesus.

Supplying emergency relief when
disasters strike all over the world is
one of their functions: however,
their main thrust is the prevention
of tragedy before it strikes. Now In
association with Compassion, they
will help care for needy children
through our sponsorship program.

Rev. George Hoffman, Director of
TEAR Fund, and Miss Sally Lam-
bert, Supervisor in charge of the
TEAR Fund Family Plan, visited
our headquarters in Chicago in
June, getting acquainted with staff
members and the work of Compas-
sion,

Compassion is happy to join
hands with TEAR Fund—People who
are “marked and motivated by the
love of God in Christ Jesus P._u;rlu
who love people.” f

A Letter writing can be
quite a chore for children
who have never written a
letter before, but oh the joy
they bring to their spon-
S0OT5.

Happiness
is a two-
way street

giving and receiving

< HReceiving sponsor pho-
tographs brings great hap-
piness to the children,
Proudly they display them
before their friends or tack
them to the bare walls of
their ronms.



underwear’’ has
come a long way

The winters were bitterly cold.
Korean orphan children attended
school in unheated classrooms by
day. At night they slept in buildings
made of stone or clay walls and rice
straw thatched roofs where the only
way to get warm was to huddle to-
gether on the ondul floor, { Heat cir-
culates under the floor by a svstem
of Hues leading from a fire pit in the
kitchen, )

Support money was necded to pro-
vide food, medicine. shelter and lim-
ited clothing, The superintendent
jllx! couldn’t afford to h]u'rltl an en-
tire month’s allotment on winter
|.'.|I'|'|.|'II.'?-.

Then a new idea was born: “Op-
eration Long Underwear"—a pro-
gram to help superintendents meet
the added burden of extra clothing
for the winter months.

In the fall of 1960 Rev. Swanson,
founder of Compassion, Inc.. asked
sponsors o send a special offering
to provide a complete outfit—a pr. of
shoes, 2 pr. of socks, 2 pr. of heavy

long underwear, and a complete
school uniform—for each Compas-
sion child.

“T have written to all 69 homes
telling the superintendents that they
can expect funds for this purpose.”
wrote Rev, Swanson, “We must send
the money by September; therefore,
we will have to borrow part of the
money. fully expecting we will get it
in later from our dear supporters.
Please don't fail us.”

And they didn't. Over 6,000 Ko-
rean children were clothed that
winter,

“Mv how vou have warmed my
heart,” wrote Rev. Swanson to his
supporters.

In 1961 the appeal for winter
clothing was first called the WARM
Program (Winter Aid Relief Money.
Compassion had been growing and
now, a year later, the plea went out
to raise enough monev to clothe
10000 abandoned and destitute chil-
dren. Onee again the sponsors and
friends responded in Christian love

and sacrifice.

Bv 1968 Compassion was expand-
ing into Southeast Asia—into India
and Indonesia, Then on into Malav-
sia, Singapore and Haiti, until today,
in 1975, Compassion cares for needy
children in 20 countries,

Of course, not all of these coun-
tries have cold winters. In Fact, most
of them do not, but the need for a
new set of clothing is there, too, In
many countries a child must have
school uniforms or he will not he
allowed to attend school. This rule of
the local governments is sirictly en-
forced and hinders manv children
from receiving an education.

Now in 1975 we are appealing to
our sponsors and friends to help pro-
vide WARM clothing for more than
25,000 children. From 6,000 in 1960
to 25,000 in 1975. "Operation Long
Underwear™ has truly come a long
way.

We hope that each of you can taki
part by sending $12.00 to provide a
new set of clothes for a child. For
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some it will be a new set of school or
Sunday clothes in the semi-tropical
countries: for others it will be a snuge
gly warm set.

A letter has already been mailed
and many of vou immediately re
sponded. However, we would like to
clothe those in our care who do not
yet know the love and concern of a
persenal sponsor as well as all of our
sponsored children, To do this we'll
need some of vou to send enough to
cover 2 or more sets of clothing,

If you would like to participate,
please mail yvour check in the post-
age-paid envelope included in this
magazine.

“I was naked and ye clothed me.”

“When saw we thee naked and
clothed thee, Lord?”

“And the King shall answer and
say unto them. "Verily 1 say unto yjon
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto
one af the least of these my hrethren
ye have done it unto me,” " (Matthew
25:38-40.)



Myung Ho—Kaorea

This little bov is 9 years
old. His father is dead
and his mother is an un-
skilled laborer., Myung
Ho is a gquiet boy and
his health is listed as
“fajr.”

¥

Devatha—India
This seven-vear-old girl
lives with her mother in
the impoverished coun-
try of India. Her father
died of a heart attack
before Devatha was 1
vear ald.

1 ‘_
Lilliam—MNicaragua
G-year-old Lilliam is a
friendly girl who likes
to sing. Her father has
poor health and cannot
adequately provide for
his children.

Eliezer—Philippines
This boy is B vears old,
and because he is so
poor he has not been at-
tending school. His
health needs improve-
ment too. His father is
dead.
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Moleste—Halti

10-year-old Maoleste lives
in extreme poverty with
his father in Haiti. His
father is a destitute
farmer. Sponsorship
support will help im-
prove his diet.

= a e

Ma Leh—Burma

Ma Leh lives with her
mother who is a desti-
tute Farm worker. Her
father died 2 vears ago
of an illness. She is 11
vears ald.

Choose one needy child to love

Each of the 6 children pictured above currently needs a sponsor. Your
support for one of these children will help provide food, clothing, elemen-
tary schooling fees, basic medical care and Christian training.

You'll have the special opportunity of providing vour child with a gift
for his birthday and for Christmas, and vou can exchange letters and
photographs too.

As a sponsor, your help can make a genuine difference in the life of a
very needy child. The cost is only $15.00 a month, and if for any reason
you are unable to continue, you may discontinue sponsorship at any time.

In addition to these six shown, there are more than 1500 needy children
waiting for help. If the child vou select is already taken when we hear
from you, we will substitute another child of similar needs. Please hurry,
a child is waiting for vou! Fill out the coupon on the attached envelope and
write to us today.

SPONSOR APPLICATION

Yes. | will sponsor a needy child for $15 a month.
Please assign a child to me and send me the child’s
name, photo, and case history. | understand if my
circumstances change, | am free to cancel my
sponsorship at any time. | am enclosing my first
sponsor payment of [] $15.00 (1 month),

[ $45.00 (3 months), [ $180.00 (1 year).

O My choice Is from the
pictures shown.

[ Select a child who needs me most.

[] | prefer a [] Boy [] Girl. about years old.
| can't sponsor now, but will give $ to
help needy children.

MName
{Mr., Mrs., Miss) (Pleasa Print)
Address
City
Province Zip

All gifts are tax-deductible. Make checks
payable to COMPASSION OF CANADA.

Thank youl
C-7509



Myung Ho—Korea
This little boy is 9 vears
old. His father is dead

and his mother is an un-
mleill 1 1.1 2

Lilliam=Nicaragua

G-vear-old Lilliam is a
friendly girl who likes
to sing. Her father has

HIS COMPASSION OR MINE!

| have leng since ceased

to pray, "Lord Jesus, have
compaossion on a lost

world.” | remember the day
and hour when | seemed to hear
the Lord rebuking me for
making such a proyer. He
seemed fo say to me, "l
have hod compassion upon
a lost world, and now it is
time for you to have
compassion; | have given my,
heart, now give your hearts.”
—A. ). Gordon

Moleste—Haiti

10-vear-old Molesie lives
in extreme poverty with
his Father 4n Haisd Il
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friendly girl who likes

Moleste—Haiti
10-vear-old Maoleste lives
in extreme poverty with

Closed doors

To Lynetle Walters, who has been
Compassion’s “Ambassador to Indo-
nesia” for five years, the doors to
Indonesia are closed. When Ly-
nette’s visa expired. the Indonesian
government refused to renew it, say-
ing that a national could do the same
work she was doing. Her title was
Financial Coordinator and Corre-
spondent.
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Lynette was heartbroken. She
loved the punpiv; she Hpukg_- their
language:; and she undersiood their
culture,

Presently Miss Walters is on a six-
month assignment to Haiti where
we have 3500 sponsored children
and where we badly need a full-time
staff member to supervise the work.

Pray with us and Lynette for God' E
direction in her future.

~ Hope for the
future

Sixteen-year-old Han Soon Ja is in the
grade at Choong Nam School for
Retarded Children. The aim of the school
is to find some ability or talent in each
child
can some day become self-supporting.
“T have studied very hard,” said Soon
“One of my talents is to make a neck-
lace with many small balls like jewels”

and then train them so that they

Along with 200 other participants, Soon
Ja entered a contest for children in spe-
cial education schools. She made a beau
tiful beaded necklace within a 50-minute
time period and won first prize in the
Hand-made Division,




Duties
of
medical

dollars

With a family as large as
ours, medical needs are nu-
merous and varied. So each
spring we have an annual
“Medical Fund® appeal, and
with these funds received from
sponsors and donors we are
able to provide surgery. hospi-
tal care, emergency treatment,
medications, and special equip-
ment for some of our children.

When dollars are limited it is dif-
ficult for Compassion's staff to de-
cide just where to use the funds. But
decisions are made; dollars are
spent; and children are made well
and happy.

Let me tell vou how a few of these
dollars have been speni—No, Tl let
the children themselves tell vou.

For Crutches — Choi Byung
Kwon, a middle school student,
wrote a thank-vou to Rev. Erickson.
“T have been il with my right leg and
0 1 should have the physical treat-
ment with kneeling. riding bicvcle,
standing on the table of an ankle
stepping, and bed motion. Since 1
have taken treatment at Ai Hyang
Hospital in Yo Sco City, I feel much
hetter, But I need the crutch to walk
It is very precious to me. Thank you
very much for this new crutch.”

For Appendectomies — “At
first T though it was a simple stom-
ache by some wrong foods,” said
Oh Hai Yung. “But the next day I
was brought to the hospital and di-
agnosed appendicitis by the doctor.
I have taken the operation on the
merit of your help and now I am
well,”

4

For Cavities — Dr. A. Clifton
Hanna, a Baptist missionary dentist
who has been serving in Korea since
1966, has given free treatment to
thousands of needy people, During
March and April, Dr. Hanna visited
a number of our Compassion homes
(free of charge) examining the
teeth of the children and prescribing
treatment. Upon receiving his re-
ports, our nurses arranged for the
children to be taken to various den-
tal clinics for treatment which we
received at a considerably reduced
rate,

For Cataracts — Another mid-
dle school student, Kim Yung Ho
wrote: “Years ago, when I climbed
an electric pole to catch the bird, my
eves were touched by electric wire.
Since that accident my evesight be-
came very poor. I even had to quit
school. The doctor diagnosed my
problem cataract, and said I may
even become blind. So I received
cataract surgery. Before surgerv a
picture of Rev, Swanson hung on the
will looked like a clock, but now I
can see it as it is. Beally, 1 don't
know how to thank you enough. I
promise to study hard and be a good
o

I'hese are only & few of the thank-

vou's we have received from Korea
and other countries for the medical
assistance given through our special
fund. So far this year we have re
ceived more than 555,000.00, Each
month that folks ke cp contributing
to this Miracle Ministry we are able
({4} J]I:'l]\"ldl_‘ Hi.?l.']'q'l'lil.ll!h_ 1'}":' ].Ll.:l‘\?-l'!'i_
medicine, ete., for more and more
children.

Thank vou for caring and sharing.

“No muan ever stood so straight as
when he stooped to help a crippled
child.”

’
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Omn Laurie's first visit to Compassion
prajects in Indonesia he was warmiy
welcomed, Children presented him
gifts of cloves while banners made
out of bamboo and coconut palm
leaves gave the grounds a festive air,

Compassion’s

new face in
South Asia

This month we welcome Laurie
McCowan and his wife Olive with
their three girls—Annette Ruth (14,
Kerrie Jov (12), and Leanne Gai
(10) into the ever-growing family
of Compassion, Inc. Mr. McCowan
is our new Field Director of South
Asia.

The McCowans have been living
in Indonesia since 1969 when Mr.
McCowan accepted the position of
business manager for the Leprosy
Mission—an  international medical
mission sponsored by the Indone-
sian Government and working with
leprosy patients throughout Indo-
nesia,

“Both he and his familyv are used
to his traveling all over Indonesia,”
said Edward Kimball, former Field
Director of South Asia. “Since he al-
ready spends one-third of his time

The McCowan Family: Laurie, Annette, Kerrie, Olive and Leanne

traveling, it won't be too difficult for
his family to get used to his being
away about half of the time. He also
speaks Indonesian which will be a
great asset since more than half of
our work in South Asia is in that
country.”

As a Field Director of South Asia,
Mr. McCowan will travel more than
40,000 miles a vear. His territory
includes Burma, India, Indonesia,
Malavsia, Singapore, and Thailand.
In these six countries Laurie will
supervise 52 projects with over
12,000 needy children.

His two main ohjectives are evan-
gelism for children and administra-

tion. He supervises ficld personnel,
directing them so that every dollar
is wisely and honestly spent to care
for the greatest needs of the chil-
dren. As he visits each country he
inspects the projects to see that Com-
passion standards are maintained.

Attending services, listening to
the joyous singing of the nationals,
and preaching to them the Gospel of
Jesus Christ will certainly be among
his most rewarding experiences,

We truly believe the MceCowans
were sent to us by God. We trust
vou will pray for the McCowan fam-
ily and that our work under his
leadership will prosper. O

Christmas
gifts for
vour child

Most of us haven't started getting
tangled up in red wrapping paper
and green bows vet, but il you want
vour sponsored child to receive a
Christmas gift it's time to start plan-
ning,

For many of vou this will be vour
first Christmas as a sponsor, and I
know youre wondering, “What can
I send to my child?”

First, we must tell vou DO NOT
SEND ANY PACKAGES to vyour
child or to this office for several
FeAS01S

1. Many packages become lost in
a foreign postal system.

2. Contents are often pilfered.

3. Strict custom regulations will
not allow many items to be brought
into the country.

4. Excessive amount of duty that
is charged by foreign governments

often exceeds the value of the pack-
age. Your child is very poor and can-
not afford to redeem the package at
any price.

Therefore, the quickest, safest,
and only way to send a gift to your
child is to SEND A MONEY GIFT
through Compassion’s office. You
may send a check for the amount
you wish to give, up to ten dollars
(8107 per child. We will forward
100% of yvour gift directly to vour
child.

Since the project supervisor, par-
ent, or stafl workers know best what
is available on the market and what
your child needs most, it’s hest to
leave the choice of what to buy up
to them,

In order to assure arrival on time
for Christmas, your check should be
received by our Chicago office no
later than OCTOBER 20.

These gifts will be distributed at
Christmas time, so please do not
expect acknowledgment from vour
child before the first of March.

If vou cannot or do not wish to
send a money gift, vour child would
enjoy receiving a Christmas card
and photograph of you. Please do
not enclose gift items in your letters;
they cannot be forwarded, ]



New president
IS appointed

At the June, 1975 Board of Direc-
tors’ Meeting, Rev. Wallace H.
Erickson ({ Executive Vice President)
was appointed President of Com-
passion, Inc. The office had been
vacant since Rev. Henry Harvey's
retirement last October,

Rev. Erickson brings to this im-
portant position the gqualites and
talents of a spiritual leader who has
devoted his life to the ministry of the
Lord Jesus Christ and the service of
others. Before coming to Compas-
sion Rev. Erickson pastored for fif-
teen years. During his eight years
with Compassion he has served in
severil capacities which have given
him broad experiences and deep
understanding concerning the work
of our child-care program.

When he joined the Compassion
staff in the fall of 1967, he became
the Director of Public Relations and
Stewardship. However, just six
months later he accepted an over-
seas  assignment and moved to
South Keorea to serve as the Field
Director for 180 homes, caring for
18,000 orphaned and destitute chil-
dren.

Four years later, in 1972, the
Erickson family returned to the
States, and Bev. Erickson assumed
responsibilities of the Field Director
of North. South, and Central Amer-
ica. Pioneering with a purpose, Mr.
Erickson journeved into the back
country, over mountains and
through jungles to open new proj-
ects where people were most needy.

Faor the past year Rev. Erickson
has served as the Executive Vice
President.

Rev. Wallace Erickson Compassion’s

neu "':' app

ointed presider
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However, his is not only a min-
istry to needy children, but his is a
continuing pastoral ministry as he
counsels with missionaries and their
families on the field. His door is al-
ways open to staff members who
need to talk—whether it be about
personal problems or the work of
Compassion. Wally is busy, yes, but
never too busy to listen, counsel and
prayv with a burdened soul.

Our President-Pastor thinks of his
new assignment as a ministry with
an unlimited outreach: G60-70 full-
time staff members at home and
abroad; scores of missionaries and
native workers; more than 25,000
children; and 30,000 sponsors aned
friends.

“The Lord has laid upen my shoul-
ders and heart an international min-
istry of such magnitude, it seems
bevond comprehension and human
abilities,” said Rev, Erickson. “In a
sense my parish is far-flung; inter-
racial, intercultural, and interde-
nominational. My call is a call to the
ministry of the Lord to propagate a
message. Please pray with the staff
and me that the Lord will continue
to give us His divine guidance and
blessings.” L1

Compassion, Inc.

“ . I have compassion on the
multitude _ .
I will not send them away.”
Matthew 75:32

Founder
The late Fverst! Swanson

Board of Directors

Chairman — Gustav A, Hemwall
Physician and Surgron

Vice-Chairman — Miriam Swanson

Treasurer — Elmer T, Olson
Vice-Pregident, Chemplex Ca

Secretary — Robert G. Kinney

Procidont, Kinney Electrical pfg. Co,

Arthur N. Knudsen
Vice-President, TW A

Henry L. Harvey
Retired President of Compassion, Ine
President
Rev. Wallace Erickson
Controller/Office Manager
Lance M. Renault

Director of Development
Fohward A. Kimball

Director of Promotion
Davied Ofzon

Director of Data Processing
James G. Floyde

Field Directors
South Asia — Laurence M. McCowan
Morth Asia — Rev. William |. Adams
North and South America —
Eclward A. Kimball

Compassion International
Vice-Presldent — Miriam Swanson

Compassion of Canada
Director — Rev. lames Somerville
Box 3232, Terminal A
London, Ontario N6A 4K3
Tear Fund/Compassion of Great Britain
Director=Rev. Ceorge Hoffman
1 Bridgeman Road
Teddington, Middlesex TWTT9A]
Cireat Britain

Compassion Magazine is published bi-
monthly by Compassion, Inc., 7774 W.

Irving Park Road, Chicago, lllincis 60634,

Printed in the LL5.A.
Managing Editor — Mary Erickson

List of countries where Compassion
has projects:

Burma Malaysia
Colombia Micaragua
Dominican Republic  Philippines
Haiti Puerto Rico
Hong Kong Singapore
India Spain
Indonesia Thailand
Jamalca United States
Korea Veneruela
Libezria Ecuador

Partial list of missions working in
cooperalion with Compassion projects:

Evangelical Allknce Mission (TEAM)
Mennonile Mission

Unevanpelized Fields Mission
Salvation Army

Morth American Baptist Convention
Christian and Missibnary Alliance
Assemblies of Cod

Free Methodist Mission

Oriental Missionary Society

Waost Indies Mission

American Wesleyvan Church
Partnership Mission

Cover photo: These two kids live in
Bolivia, South America—Compassion’s
next major area of expansion.



Compassion of Canada, Ltd., P.O. Box 3232,
Terminal A, London, Ontario N6A 4K3

Poverty

Rev., Wallace Erickson took
this photo on a recent trip to
South America. These kids,
from Bolivia, are typical of
many children who have
need of Compassion’s spon-
sorship program. Compas-
sion plans to begin several
new projects in South Amer-
ica during the months com-
ing up.
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